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Research Summary 

 Name: Ola Talaat  Hussien Ataa Allah 

A lecturer of art history and its taste at the Faculty of Specific Education - Banha University 

 Research title 

The symbolic and a esthetic values of Masks in African 
Arts. 

   An introduction: 

African art is one of the oldest arts. It is an art that expresses the tangible and sensual 

reality without complicated formation, and it may represent images of animals, birds, people, 

or the universe, or related to magic symbols.This is evident through works of art related to 

celebrations and religious occasions, whether in drawings, statues or masks, influenced by 

customs. African art is an art that is useful for its connection with the behavior of the 

individual and society, as it is an art linked to life and its aesthetics and is always evolving while 

retaining its ancient origins. 

- The African artist was aiming at his works to clarify his beliefs and rituals through the symbol 

used in the African works he depicted on the walls of the caves in which he lived, and the 

African artist followed a set of symbols as a kind of magic to either push evil or avoid them. 

- Primitive African art is the result of African human talents since ancient times. Its goal was to 

meet the requirements of African society, and its successive generations, so it contributed 

to its return, symbols and aesthetics, intellectually and formally. 

And the art of the African is a symbolic art and gives deep and big meaning because 

the African artist does not pay attention to the value of light and shadow, because it does not 



 

 

 

 

 

dialogue as much as he is trying to create and build something that has to do with symbolism 

and simple expression in the innate man. 

 Research problem: 

Despite the richness of African art in aesthetic and symbolic values, it did not have 

sufficient study, research and experimentation in the field of African symbols and aesthetics for 

artistic criticism, so the research problem addresses the following question: 

1- What is the extent of benefiting from African aesthetics and symbols as a source of artistic 

criticism? 

 

• Research hypotheses: 

1- There are aesthetics and symbols in African arts that contribute to enriching the study of art 

criticism 

 Research Objectives: 

1- Exposing African aesthetics and symbols as a source of art criticism 

 The importance of research: 

1- Deepening the artistic critical vision of aesthetics and symbols in African arts. 

2- Ensuring the importance of using aesthetic symbols in studying artistic criticism. 

  Research Methodology: 

3- The research follows the descriptive analytical method 

 Research Limits: 

   The research is limited to studying and understanding aesthetic symbols in African arts. 

 


